RADA trained Jana Cilliers is one of South Africa’s most successful and well known actresses, being equally accomplished in theatre, film and television all of which have won her more than 20 best actress awards as well as countless nominations. 

She has been part of the local television industry since its inception appearing in a variety of series and one-off dramas such as DOKTER DOKTER; SALOME; ARENDE and EGOLI. In 1977 she was awarded her first Artes for WAITING followed by many others to come. 

In the course of her film career she has acted in numerous features and short films for the South African and overseas markets. Among them ‘N PLEKKIE IN DIE SON co-starring Regardt van den Bergh, A QUEST FOR LOVE with Sandra Prinsloo and later A PRIVATE LIFE for the BBC and WATERCOLOURS for Channel Four - both with her late husband Bill Flynn. 

Her vast theatrical range includes leading roles in FRANKIE AND JOHNNIE IN THE CLAIR DE LUNE with Bill Flynn, DANCE OF DEATH with John Kani, IN PRAISE OF LOVE with Rex Garner, and ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA with Sean Taylor for the Take Away Shakespeare Company. Her unforgettable portrayal of Maria Callas in the highly acclaimed MASTER CLASS by Terence McNally, directed by Mark Graham, was crowned with no less than six best actress awards. Other milestone performances include the title role in YELENA - Reza de Wet’s sequel to Anton Chekhov’s Uncle Vanya, THE AMERICAN POPESS by German playwright Esther Vilar and her one person show OPDRAG: INGRID JONKER which she initiated with director Mark Graham and writer Ryk Hattingh. 

She also produced and appeared in PLAY@RISK conceived and directed by Megan Willson for OPDRAG PRODUCTIONS. It was awarded Best Musical Production at KKNK 2003. 

Stationed in Johannesburg Jana has however worked extensively in Cape Town for Marthinus Basson in 1975 by Saartjie Botha and ROMEO EN JULIA by Tom Lanoye. Her portrayal of Ariel opposite Antoinette Kellerman as Prospero in the magical production of DIE STORM (THE TEMPEST) received Best Production at Aardklop. She joined the cast of MACBETH.SLAPELOOS starring David Minnaar and Anna-Mart van der Merwe again directed by Basson. It has just completed a  successful run at The Baxter Threatre in Cape Town.

On television she appeared as Magriet in the MNet series FEAST OF THE UNINVITED written by PG du Plessis and directed by Katinka Heyns co-starring with her daughter Lika Berning as the younger Magriet. In 2010 they joined the team of BINNELAND SUB JUDICO for KykNet featuring as mother and daughter. Again as a team they co produced a documentary film BETTIE on the life of renowned artist Bettie Cilliers-Barnard. It is an intimate portrait that celebrates the painter’s life as an artist, a mother and a grandmother. 

Her latest fun has been doing DIE BOEKKLUB Season One and Two for Kyknet playing the eccentric  Anna Uys! She won the SAFTA Award for best supporting actress in a television series in 2017 for her portrayal of Anna Uys. 
In 2018, Jana was seen in director Marie Borstlap’s prize-winning shorfilm at the Silwerskermfestival, Die Leeftyd van ‘n Orgidee.

Jana  qualified  as a teacher of the Alexander Technique in 2007 after 4 years of training.                 She practices from her home in Johannesburg.
