
Krijay Govender has been voted by the media the funniest woman is South Africa. She is a 

professional comedian and actress.  She has a Masters in the Drama and is an award winning 

actress, playwright and director (stage and screen). She has had leading roles in Font, Isidingo, 

Material- The Movie. She has a Best Actress and Best Supporting Actress Vita nominations of 

her work on the South African stage. 

 

After acting on Isidingo for a year she started directing it (2 SAFTAs for direction). She also 

directed the hit series Ubizo, Rhythm City, High Rollers and The Wild (another 2 SAFTAs for 

directing). She is also an awarding winning playwright (Women in Brown).  

 

She has worked as radio presenter and a columnist in the print media.   
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EDUCATION 
Certified copies of transcripts, degrees and awards available on request. 

 

Master Politics (Public Policy)  University of Natal   2001/4 

Dissertation focus: Political Communication / Media 

Title: A relationship of Antagonism? The ANC Government and the South African 

English Print Media after 1999. 
* This is my 2nd Masters degree. At the tail end of this dissertation – submission sept 2003. 

 
Master of Arts (Drama & Performance studies) University of Natal 1999/00 

Dissertation focus: Identity Politics/ Gender and the Arts  

Title: Challenging the Identity of South African Indian women through playwriting and 

theatre. 
 

Media Management & Arts Admin. Course University of Natal 1998 

 

Bachelor of Arts (Honours)   University of Natal 1997 

(Acting & Directing) 

 

Bachelor of Arts (Politics/Drama major) University of Natal 1996 

 

 

OTHER: 

Rotary Exchange (Youth Ambassador for SA)             USA 1993 

 

High School     Nilgiri Sec(SA) 1992 

*Matric Exemption/ Good Fellowship Award/ SRC President/ HEAD PREFECT 

     

Please see ACHIEVEMENTS for awards and scholarships (local and international) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



WORK EXPERIENCE 
IN MEDIA : 

 

I am a multi-media specialist. Work experience in Newspapers/ Radio/ television & stage- 

from writing to presenting and facilitating.  

 

Weekly Columnist/Freelance Journalist  Independent Newspapers (3 papers) 

      Independent on Saturday 

      Daily News 

      Post Weekend 
       

*Copies of columns & article available on request. 

 
Radio Producer/ Disc Jockey Durban Youth Radio & currently Lotus FM 

(national) 

 1999-2001 

  

Highlights include live coverage and facilitation of election debates on talk show.  

Producing and presenting a bunch and comic weekend breakfast show.  

 

Television Presenter  Former researcher/ presenter SABC’s 

  Eastern Mosaic 

   

 

Ms India SA  A former  Miss India SA in 1994/5 

  Runner up in Miss India Worldwide (New          

                                                            York USA 1996). Winning 3 of the 4 special  

                                                             awards (namely Most Talented/ Miss     

                                                            Congeniality/ Miss Beautiful Smile)  

 

IN ACADEMIA: 

 

Academic papers delivered at South African National Women’s Arts Festival 2001 

and at conference on Identity 2002 hosted by 1860s Settler foundation. I am also a  

Published Academic and a recently Published playwright.  

 

Lecturer/ Supervisor  Durban Institute of Technology  

  Department of Journalism 

  2002 

          

Academic Tutor   University of Natal 

  Media & Communication/ Gender               

                                                            Studies/ Drama and Performance  

                                                            Studies. 1998-2002 

   

Researcher/ Facilitator   Tropen Museum (Amsterdam)  

  South African Exhibition in Amsterdam 

  2001-2002 

  Kaos Pilots (Scandinavian university) 



   Artistic Director Durban’s Millennium Celebration- Port Carnival 2000. 

Organised one of South Africa’s 

 Official celebrations for the millennium. Featured on CNN & 

BBC. In charge of Budget & programming. Worked with over 

2000 artists 

    
 

 

 

ACTING REPERTOIRE    

SCREEN: 

 

Movies 

 

Nothing for Mahala  Gloria    Release 2013 

Material  Dadima   2011 

 

Television 

 

Isidingo  Hemali    2005/6 

Snitch      2007 

Generations      2004 

Backstage e.t.v  Shereen Naidoo  2001  

 

No Sir I am not on the Menu (Mnet Edit Film Festival) lead role Dec 2000 

(Edit 2000 Award Winning) Reference: Chris Hurst  @ 031-2601144 

 

Life Line Advert (DSTV) (Vuka Award Winning Ad)   

 

Sony Television  Presenter Miss India Universe Nov 2002 

(DSTV 2 billion viewers) 

 

 

 

STAGE: 

 

2 FNB Vita Nominations Best Actress (Ronnie Govender’s Back to the  

Faith) & Best Supporting Actress (Zoe Parker’s Hooters ). 

 

 

 Contemporary/ South African 

 

150 Years and still laughing  Lyric Threatre Jhb  2011 

Queens of Comedy  National Tour   2009/12 

The Coolie Odyssey  Grahamstown Main Market theatre 2003/4 

There is Something About Dr Maree  Toured                2000/1 

Fun Fables from Near and Afar   Grahamstown    2000 

Comedy Shop  Natal Playhouse/Toured 2000 



Stop At Green, Go At Red  Natal Playhouse/Grahams 2000 

Nor Sir I’m Not on the Menu  Grahamstown   1999 

Chalo Cinema  Playhouse Opera  1999 

Back to the Faith  Natal Playhouse  1998/9 

Hooters  Natal Playhouse  1998 

Actor’s Nightmare  Square Space Theatre  1998 

Inside Out  Square Space Theatre  1997 

Our Country’s Good  Sneddon Theatre  1997 

Gee T.V  Toured    1997 

Caucasian Chalk Circle  Sneddon Theatre  1996 

Uh Doorweigh Too  Sneddon Theatre  1996 

In Camera  Square Space Theatre  1996   

Playing the Part   Hexagon Theatre  1995 

African Story Theatre  Square Space Theatre  1995 

 

Shakespeare  

Horatio (androgynous)   Hamlet         T. Venturas Prod Sneddon Theatre 2000 

Octavia     Anthony & Cleopatra  T. Venturas Prod Sneddon Theatre 1999 

Helena      As Yu Like It  M. McMurtry ProdSquare Space 1996 

Hippolyta  A Mid Summer Night’s Dream P. Scholtz Prod Sneddon Theatre 1994 

Titania       A Mid Summer Night’s Dream    Rotary exchange project    USA 1993 

 

CORPORATE/ INDUSTRIAL:  

Nedbank “On the Couch”  Avovision Prod 2003 

Play Energy Drink Coca-Cola Comment Prod. 2002 

Roberston Spices/ Unilever  ShoeString Prod 2002 

Organics   Blue Moon  2001 

Sunday Tribune  Themi Venturas Prod  2000 

Siyaya Prod World Conference of Religion & Peace Schools Tour Program 2000 

Coke Light  Seputla Sebogdi Prod 1999 

 

 

 

 


